ESSENTIAL  40 #28 – APOLOGETICS

VERSES

APOLOGETICS:
Acts 22:1 - "Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense."

I Corinthians 9:3 - "This is my defense to those who sit in judgment on me."

II Timothy 4:16 - "At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me.  May it not be held against them."

THE NEED FOR APOLOGETICS:
I Peter 3:15 - "But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect,"

Colossians 4:5,6 - "Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.  Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone."

Jude 3 - "Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints."

Philippians 1:7,16 - "It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel . . . The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel."

Is Christianity a blind leap in the dark or a step of faith based on evidence? 

The Bible's answer:
Romans 1:18-20 - "The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them.  For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities---his eternal power and divine nature---have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse."

Psalm 14:1 - "The fool says in his heart, 'There is no God.'"

Psalm 19:1-4 - "The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.  There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.  Their voice goes into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world….."

Jeremiah 29:13 - "You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart."

John 7:17 - "If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my on."

Was Jesus Christ God in the flesh who lived 30+ years on our earth and rose from the dead?

THE BIBLE'S AND HISTORY'S ANSWERS: 
Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 11:23 - "Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel."  "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel---which means, 'God with us.'"
Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:1-6 - "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times."  "After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 'Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.'  When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.  When he had called together all the peoples' chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.  'In Bethlehem in Judea,' they replied, 'for this is what the prophet has written: 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'"

Psalm 22:16-18; Matthew 27:35 - "Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet.  I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me.  They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing."  "When they crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots."
Isaiah 53:5,6; I Peter 2:24,25 - "But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all."  "He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.  For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls."

Isaiah 53:9; Matthew 27:57-60 - "He was assigned a grave with the wicked and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth."  "As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus.  Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him.  Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock.  He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away."
I Corinthians 15:5-8 - "and he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.  After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.

Acts 1:3 - "After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive.  He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God."

John 8:58,59 - "'I Tell you the truth,' Jesus answered, 'before Abraham was born, I am!'  At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds."

John 10:30-33 - "'I and the Father are one.'  Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, 'I have shown you many great miracles from the Father.  For which of these do you stone me?  'We are not stoning you for any of these,' replied the Jews, 'but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.'"

Is the Bible the Word of God?

THE BIBLE'S AND HISTORY'S ANSWERS:

II Timothy 3:16 - "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,"

II Peter 3:16 - "He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters.  His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction."
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